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' the old Roman.' Tet the gentleman well knows that, if any tiling is sac-
rificed to arbitrary power, the sacrifice has been demanded by the ' old
Roman.' as he and others hare called him ; by the President whom he has
supported, so often and so ably, for the chief magistracy of the country.
He savs. too, that one of the sections is an English Botany Bay law, except
that it is worse. This section, sir, whatever it may be, is just what the
President's message recommended. Similar observations are applicable to
the remarks of both the honorable gentlemen from. ISTorth Carolina, It is
not necessary to particularize those remarks. They were in the same strain.

'; Therefore, sir, let it be understood, let it be known, that the war
which these gentlemen choose to wage, is waged against the measures of
the Administration, against the President of their own choice. The con-
troversy has arisen between him and them, and, in its progress, they will
probably come to a distinct understanding.

<; Mr. President, I am not to be understood as admitting that these
charges against the bill are just, or that they would be just if made
against the message. On the contrary, I think them wholly unjust.
ISfo one of them, in my opinion, can be made good. I think the bill,
or some similar measure, had become indispensable, and that the Presi-
dent could not do otherwise than bring it to the consideration of Con-
gress. He was Hot at liberty to look on and be silent, while dangers
threatened the Union, which existing laws were not competent, in his
judgment, to avert.

" Mr. President, I take this occasion to say that I support this measure,
as an independent member of the Senate, in the discharge of the dictates
of my own conscience. I am no man's leader; and, on the other hand, I
follow no lead but that of public duty and the star of the Constitution. I
believe the country is in considerable danger; I believe an unlawful com-
bination threatens the integrity of the Union. I believe the crisis calls for
a mild, temperate, forbearing, but inflexibly firm execution of the laws;
and, under this conviction, I give a hearty support to the Administration
in ail measures which I deem to be fair, just, and necessary. And, in sup-
porting these measures. I mean to take my fair share of responsibility; to
support them frankly and fairly, without reflections on the past, and with-
out mixing other topics in their discussion.

" Mr. President, I think I understand the sentiment of the country on
tliis subject. I think public opinion sets, with an irresistible force, in favor
of the Union, in favor of the measures recommended by the President, and
against tlie new doctrines which threaten the dissolution of the Union. I
tliisk the people of the United States demand of us, who are intrusted
with the Government, to maintain that Government, to be just, and fear
not; to make all necessary and suitable provisions for the execution of the
laws, and to sustain the Union and the Constitution against whatsoever
may endanger them. For one, I obey this public voice; I comply with
this demand of the people. I support the Administration in measures
which I believe to be necessary; and, while pursuing this course, I look